
To Whom It May Concern: 

  

At this point the only reasonable choice is for the Recommended Alternatives Retained 

for Detailed Study (ARDS) need to be reevaluated.  The current ARDS ignore the 

impacts of air pollution and climate change causing emissions, among other flaws.  In 

this letter I will focus on the negative impacts on air pollution and the climate that were 

ignored when limiting the scope of the recommended alternatives to those involving 

highway expansion.   

 

There is ample evidence that the primary users of highways are not the people that live 

near the highways and have to breath the pollution that is created from highway use.  Air 

pollution leads to premature death, asthma attacks.  In fact, the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology completed a report several years ago and found that Marylanders have the 

highest death rate from air pollution in the nation.
1
 The Center for Disease Control has 

also found that Marylanders face above average rates of asthma.
2
  Adding more lanes to 

495 and 270 will just make this worst for the communities of Hollywood, Lanham, 

Ardmore, and Largo among many others.   

 

The case has been made in the media that speeding up travel on the highways will 

actually decrease pollution because it will decrease congestion.  While that might be true 

in theory if no additional cars are added to system, there is ample evidence that more cars 

will use the road after an expansion and congestion will increase following construction 

of more lanes.  An expansion of the I-405 near Los Angeles that was completed five 

years ago has now lead to slower times due to the increased congestion.
3
  In Northern 

Virginia only those that can afford a nearly $50 dollar toll on some days aren't stuck in 

congested traffic after hot lanes were recently implemented.
4
  And lets not forget 

Maryland's expansion of I-270 that was projected to relieve congestion for 20 years, but 

after seven years was yet again congested.   

 

Given that in all of these examples of road capacity increases led to the same or worst 

congestion that means there will be more cars stuck in traffic polluting the residents along 

those roads, exacerbating their asthma, and adding to the health cost of Marylanders than 

there are now.  

 

Additionally, there are concerns about the climate impacts of this decision.   The 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) recently released a report that gives 

the world until 2030 to cut our carbon dioxide emissions in half.
5
  Maryland is moving 
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the right direction with electricity, but not with transportation.  The transportation sector 

makes up nearly 30% of Maryland’s greenhouse gas emissions, making it the second 

largest emitter.
6
  Given that we would expect level or increased levels of congestion from 

expansion of I-495 and I-270, this project would send those emissions in the wrong 

direction.  At $50/ton, Maryland’s greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation 

sector are already expected to be causing $1.9 billion in damages, and making that 

number larger through this project is not fiscally responsible. 

  

In comments to MDOT, the public expressed strong support for transit solutions to 

relieve congestion. Yet transit is not a part of the consideration.  Transit requires less road 

space per user, and setting up bus only lanes and pre-boarding fare taking, aka bus rapid 

transit, is an inexpensive option that has been demonstrated to get drivers out of their cars 

around the world.  It also is a cleaner option in terms of air pollution and greenhouse 

gases. 

  

Furthermore, Transportation Secretary Rahn has cited the need to smooth freight 

transportation around Washington.  Creating alternatives that actually reduce congestion, 

such as bus rapid transit, will take single occupancy vehicles off of the road easing the 

way for freight travel get around Washington, DC.  Adding lanes will just lead to more 

driving keeping all of that freight travel stuck with it.  

 

Maryland has some of the greatest minds in the country and has always been a leader.  

We need to put that to use and come up with 21
st
 solutions to congestion.  My 4- and 1- 

year olds cannot wait any longer for experts at MDOT to stop ignoring the impact of 

highway expansion on their health and future planet with plans that, if implemented, will 

increase pollution burdens and climate change impacts for decades to come.   

 

It is premature to move forward with the current ARDS that are too focused on expansion 

of I-495 and I-270 until more options are analyzed and the environmental impact 

statements are complete.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Joseph Jakuta 

Mount Rainier, MD 
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